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SUBJECT: STATEMENTS ON INDIA'S NUCLEAR POLICY 

REF: A. STATE 226572 

B. NEW DELHI 13859 

C. NEW DELHI 13860 

1. WE HAVE DISCUSSED THE OCTOBER 14 MEETING OE THE PARLIAMENTARY 
COMMITTEE ON ATOMIC ENERGY AND SPACE WITH MEMBERS OF THE COM- 
MITTEE, MPS P.V.G. RAJU AND KRISHAN KANT. BOTH AGREE THAT PRESS 
ACCOUNTS OE THE MEETING WERE ACCURATE. RAJU REPORTED THAT SETHNA 
DID TELL THE GROUP THAT INDIA HAS THE CAPACITY AND TECHNOLOGY 

TO BUILD A WEAPON, BUT HAS NOT DONE SO. RAJU ALSO CONFIRMED THAT 
ENERGY MINISTER PANT SAID THE DECISION TO DETONATE ANOTHER DEVICE 
HAD BEEN PLACED IN THE HANDS OF THE SCIENTISTS. KANT, WHO OPENLY 
ADVOCATES A WEAPONS PROGRAM FOR INDIA, AGREED WITH RAJU'S COM- 
MENTS AND SAID THE MINISTER DID NOT OFFER ANY INDICATION THAT A 
WEAPONS PROGRAM WAS UNDERWAY. 

2. COMMENT: WE STRONGLY DOUBT THAT THE DECISION TO DETONATE THE 
NEXT DEVICE HAS BEEN LEFT COMPLETELY UP TO THE SCIENTISTS. FROM 
THE GOrS POINT OF VIEW, HOWEVER, IT IS A GOOD LINE TO PROPAGATE 
AND ENTIRELY IN KEEPING WITH THE PUBLIC GOI POSITION THAT FUTURE 
TESTING WILL PROCEED ON THE BASIS OF SCIENTIFIC AND TECHNOLOGICAL 
REQUIREMENTS. 

3. SETHNA ASSURED ME YESTERDAY THAT THERE WOULD BE NO FURTHER 
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TESTING UNTIL APRIL OR THEREABOUTS BECAUSE THE PREVAILING WINDS 
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MOVE IN THE DIRECTION OE PAKISTAN UNTIL THAT SEASON. 
MOYNIHAN 



CONEIDENTIAL 



NNN 
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